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When Do Kids Need More Than (Guided Rcacling,’?

» T he conversation during guidcd rcading groups
goes bcgond the text. | he students are analgzing,
qucstioning, in{:crring, and sgnthcsizing.

> T he majority of the time at the guidcd rcading table
is spent on student-led conversation. | he teacher
rarcly needs to prompt discussion.

> Studcnts ask clucstions about what thcg read and
allow peers to hclP them discover or think about
Possiblc answers.

> T he excitement and motivation of Par‘ticiPating in
guidcd rcading decreases.

> Students need more time to discuss the text and
their thinking than is tgPicaug spent ina guidcd
reading group.

> Students are aware of their abilities as readers and
can choose aPProPriatc texts to read

indepcndcnﬂg.
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Beginning Reading Workshop in a Primary (lassroom

Transitioning from guicleci rcacling to reacling worksi‘iop is a crucial time for tcacl'xing
Proccdurcs and Fostcring indcpcnc}cncc. Just like the time spent lcarning Proccdurcs
for |iteracy centers, we needed to move slowly and teach lessons exPiicitlg in order for
work in the classroom to be successful. T he sequence of lessons below was
aPProPriatc for the learners in our classroom. (Observation and assessment hclpcci

to determine when 5tucients were reaclg i:or tl"ue next steP.

Builcling ]nc]cPcncicncc and [~ ndurance

Tiﬂc center board bcgan to change cach week as one center was taken away
and students slowlg started to spcn& more of the time indcpencientig rcaciing once
other center work was comPiete. Some of the minilessons that suPPor‘te& the
students were: [Fow to be agooa/reaa/cr /nc/cloena/cnt/ /, /:/hc;//'/zga qufetp/acc in the
room to read, Keaders stop to think about the story, and K caa//ng takes time.

Tlﬂc First 20 Dags

We used wallhgﬁeaders and Wiiters 5-659 FMountas and Finnc” to start
the reading workshop. We followed the timeline Presented for the first 20 days of
instruction. Some lessons were omitted and others took more than one clag to meet
the needs of our readers. Char’cs were created to Providc visual suppor‘c and to use

as a reference Poin’c for future discussions.

The Keader’s Notebook

Students were Provi&ed with a reader’s notebook to organize their work
cluring the wori(si‘nop. Miniiessons showed students what was contained in the
notebook and how to use it to support their reading. Ti‘ic students bcgan to record
the books tney had read as well as write letters to the teacher to demonstrate

ComPrehension of their self-selected text.
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Beginning Book Clubs

We guic]ecl students in how book clubs work ti’:roug]’r minilessons each clag before

rcac]ing workshop time. (Charts were created to show evidence of our lcarning and
support students during the workshop. Thisis onlg a Prcliminar3 list to get things
started. Jtis imPor‘tant to observe the book clubs to determine what minilessons

students might need.

| esson 1: Whatis a Book Club?

A book club is when a group of students choose to read the same book and have a discussion
aboutit. [ ach studentis assignecl arole theg will Pla\zj in the discussion. [tis very similarto a
rcacliﬂggroup, but t}‘ncg choose what t!‘wcg will read and discuss as a group. The students will
complete their selﬁassignec’ reacling cluring reac{ing workshop time.

Lesson 2: Book Club Koles

Complctc a chart about the literature circle roles. (|se a read aloud the class has already
heard to model how each of the roles might look in a book club format.
| esson 3: Gctting the Work [Finished

When students choose the book for book club, their group will also decide on a date in which
they feel they can get their work finished. Students will be able to work on the book club work
during reading workshop and at home. [ veryone is expected to be ready on the day the book club

will meet.

| esson 4- Mai(ing Choices

When students choose books for book clubs, thcy should determine which book fits them as a
reader. T}weg should not be swageci bg what their friends Picl( or what looks easy. As reaclers, we
clﬁa”cnge ourselves and Pick books that interest us. Readers should also try different book club
roles so that theg can interact with books in different ways.
| esson 5: Having a Conversation

As members of a conversation, People must listen to each other and be active members. Tl’xeg
must honor what others say and know that others’ opinions and tlﬁougl’lts should be valued. ]t is
imPortant to allow others to finish spcaking and not intcrruPt. Students should look at the person

whois sPeaking to show resPect.
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Tried and T rue Book Club T exts

MUIthlC COPiCS OF bOOi(S arec neccssary 'FOI" bOOi( clubs. WC USCCI thc bOOl(S

from the school bookroom that are usua“y used Forguiclccl rcading. Jtis imPortant
to find l-:igl'n interest books that will capture the students’ attention or interests.
The texts students chose from were at their indcpenclcnt rcacling level because

there was minimal teacher assistance cluring the rcading of the text.

Title

Author

Publisher and
Datc

Fountas and

Finnc” chcl

Owen

K evin Henkes

Troll(199%)

K

Where the [Torest Jearmie PBaker Scholastic (1987) K
Mcets the Sea

T he Conversation Diane Stanley Scholastic (1983) L

Club
The Grecdg Richard Buckleg Scholastic (1985) L
thhon and I~ ric Carle
My Big Lie Bill Cosby Scholastic (1999) L
My Worm [Farm Mary-Anne Sundance (2001) L
Creasg
Rollercoaster Andrea Rains Righy (2000) I
Science
Skeletons David Drew Kigby (1990) B
The Day|Was Bill Cosby Scholastic (1999) M
Rich
Koko’s Kitten Dr. Francine Scholastic M
Patterson (1989)

Michael \)orclan Richard Benner Fastnd(1999) M

Stomachs Jo Windsor Rigby (1999) M

T ough Cookie David Wisniewski Scholastic (1999) N

UHder the Ground Claude Dela]cosse Scholastic (i 999) N

Gallimard Jeunesse
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Book Club Rolcs

BC]OW are CXamP]CS O]C thC Pagcs we USC& ‘FOF IDOOi( C]Ub roles. Tl’l@\(j sl'xoulcl bC

adapted to fit your students and intentions. \We also believe ’cheg may need to be

aclaPted dhqerent]g for fiction and nonfiction books. Students might utilize stic‘cg

notes to mark Placcs in the books that suPPort their Findings.

Discussion Director

Name
Book

1. How did you feel about

2. How would the story have changed if the
author had not let

happen?
3. Howis alike/different
from ?

4. (Students choose other questions to write and
ask during book club meetings)

Literary Luminary

Name
Book

Passage #1 Page#

Why did you pick this passage?

Passage #2 Page#

Why did you pick this passage?

Passage #3 Page#

Why did you pick this passage?

Vocabulary Enricher

Name
Book
Page Word Sentence From My
# Book Definition
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Rcfcrcnccs

Daniels, H (2001). [ iterature circles: Voice and choice in book clubs and reaa//'ng
groups. Fortlanc{, ME Stenkouse‘

Fountas, ] & Finne“, (5. (2001). wa’/ng readers and writers 3-6: T@ac/n'ng
Comprc/mnsfon, genre, and content //tcracy. Fortsmouth, NH Heinemamx

Fountas, ] & Finne“, (5. (2006). Tcac/nhg for Comloreﬁ@na//ng ana’[/uency K~é’:
777/’/72/’/75, fa/é/nganc/ Wr/t/'n‘ga[gout reaa//hg,. Fortsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Mahur’c, 5., Metca]gc, R., & ngther, M (ZOO7). Bu//c//n‘g bria’ges from ear/ﬂ to
intermediate //teracy. Thousancl Oaks, CA Corwin Fress

Mi”er, D. (2002). K caa//'ng with meaning: Teac/ﬁn‘g Com/orc/mns/on in the Pr/mary
graa/cs. For’cland, ME Stenhouse.

HelPFul websites:

www.]auracancller.com/litlcssions.l‘xtm

www litcircles.org
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